	NC Website Design Basics for ESL Students – Lesson 2
	



	Lesson # 2: Introduction to Weebly

	Activity
	Materials/Notes

	
Homework Check
1. Check for any questions about lesson 1 and the assignment handouts. Review pronunciation for any vocabulary words they circled. 
2. Have the students write one or more of their homework sentences on the board and work on any issues that come up.
Now that you know why it is important to have a website, you have chosen your business and website name, and thought about what you want your website to be like, let’s get started.

Our tool: Weebly 
We said that we were going to use a theme based website builder called Weebly to build our website. Let’s go there now and get started. 

DEMO: Initial Site Setup

https://www.weebly.com/  > Get Started
1. Log In:
Full Name
Email Address
Password
>  Sign Up
2. Select a Theme: ONLINE STORE   BUSINESS   PORTFOLIO   PERSONAL   EVENT   BLOG   OTHER Click on a sample to see the “site.” The pictures and words don’t matter, you will make your own. Look at the size of the main image (the header), and where things are located. Click Close to go back to the Select a Theme page. Note that the themes in each of the areas comes with certain pages, but again, chose anything you like because you can change it, or just chose anything to start because you can change the whole theme later if you want.
Click on a theme to select it  >  Start Editing
3. Choose Use a Subdomain and type the name you want to use for your site (unless you want to buy, or already have, a domain.)   >  Continue.
[image: ]
4. Weebly creates your basic site and opens the Editor for you. This is where you make changes to your site pages. This is the Build area. 
5. To the left are the Elements. Elements are the things you can add to your page. Just click, drag, and drop where you want. The blue line will show where the element will go. You can put elements above/below or to the right/left of another element. 
6. Hover over an element on the page to highlight it to make adjustments. If you don’t want something, you can delete it, but be careful, once you delete something, it is gone. You can’t just Undo to get it back. You have to rebuild it. 
· Explain and demonstrate the Elements, placing each on the page, moving, resizing, and deleting them (for now, being careful not to remove anything provided by the theme.)
· Note that Elements with the lightning bolt are “Premium Elements” that require an upgrade, $$. Not everything is marked. For example, you can add some products, but you can’t sell them without upgrading. 
· Stop when you get to the Ecommerce section and close out.
7. The next time they want to open the site, or if students want to work on their sites outside of class, they just need to go to Weebly.com, log in (email and password), and press the Edit Site button. (Log out or demo in a different browser.)
Thinking More About Your Site 
So we have seen that it will not be that difficult to build our websites. We all now have a basic site with a few pages (we will look at them later), but what pages do you really need, and what information needs to go on those pages?
It is not a good idea to build something large like a website without knowing what it is you are building. So we need to start thinking about the site content – the information you will have on your site. To do that we are going to make a Mind Map. (Show examples.) A mind map can help you figure out or understand something that has a lot of parts. 
1. In the center, write the subject, or title, and circle it.
2. Draw lines (branches) out from the center for the main topics (main groups or areas) and give each line a title. (Some mind maps use slightly smaller circles for the topics.) Use curves to go anywhere there is room on the page. Use a different color for each main topic.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]From each main topic, now draw however many lines are needed for their child topics or ideas. If any of those have more parts, do another set of lines out from them. Try to make each further line out a little smaller than the topic it is coming from. Use single words or short phrases (main ideas).
4. Think about if there are any connections between any of the parts. If there are, you can draw an arrow between them.
Practice: Have groups of 3 or 4 do a mind map for something simple like Saturday Morning Breakfast. Then share their results with the other group(s). 

Assignments
Give the students the Website_L02-xAssignment handout and go over the assignments. Note that Assignment #2 is to write out the text for their homepage.
	
(10 min.)






(25 min.)

https://www.weebly.com/







Instructor’s theme: Wag & Paws









Use the website name, but written all together, no spaces:
mybusinessname










(https://hc.weebly.com/hc/en-us/articles/201740063-Beginner-s-Guide-Using-Elements)














(10 min.)

(https://www.mindmeister.com/training/fundamentals#1  
Use nav arrows at bottom)
Search images: mind map 


https://www.mindtools.com/pages/article/newISS_01.htm 











(5 min.)
Website_L02-xAssignment handout
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Choose Your Website Domain

This is the address where people will find your website online. Reserve your domain now,
or close to skip this step and set it up later.

Use a Subdomain of Weebly.com
Agreat way to get your website started

http:/ weebly.com

Register a New Domain
For a more professional online presence

REtp://Www.

Use a Domain You Already Own

Transfer your domain to Weebly or just connect it to your site. We'll help you
with either process when you are ready to publish.





