	NC Website Design Basics for ESL Students – Lesson 5
	



	Lesson # 5: Working with Themes and Formatting

	Activity
	Materials/Notes

	
Homework Check
1. Any questions/issues from working on their sites? 
2. Share logo designs

Weebly Themes 

>  https://www.weebly.com/   >  Log In  >  Edit Site
When we first started working on our sites, we chose a Theme for our site. We said that the theme controls the look of the site and that we could change it later. Let’s see how to do that, but first, before you make any big changes to your site, make sure all of your text and images are backed up! 
(Make sure students have a copy of their resources for just-in-case.)
Usually, software is works well and has very few issues, but if you change themes, that affects the whole site. If something goes wrong, it can be a big problem. Note: we will look at Themes and how to change them, but you are not required to change the one you chose originally. If you like it, keep it.
To change the theme:
1. Select the Theme tab
2. On the left menu, click Change Theme
3. The Theme Gallery opens – select the theme type at the top
4. Click on an image for information about the theme (or just roll over the image for Choose or Preview)
5. Try Preview to see what the site would look like with the new theme
(Try Business > Acquire to see a dropdown menu, and Pathway for a right side pop-out menu)
6. Cancel or Choose at top right 
7. Select Back to Gallery at top left of information page to keep looking, Close for no changes

To change the background to black or white:
Back at the Theme page, on the left menu, above the Change Theme button are the Light/Dark buttons. These change the site background to white or black. 

Theme Options:
Skip Change Fonts for now and go to Theme Options.
1. At the Theme page, on the left menu, select the Theme Options button.
2. Make sure you are on the home page, or a page with enough content so that there is a scrollbar. 
3. Toggle Fixed Navigation and demo scrolling. (The top nav bar either remains fixed, or scrolls up with the page.)
4. Toggle Full Width. The page content either goes all the way across, or pulls in leaving a margin on each side.)
5. Animate Header Scroll only does something if the header is animated (premium feature). We will talk about Headers in the next lesson.


Fonts and Formatting
What are fonts? 
Font - A set of text characters in a specific style and size
Typography -  the way that text is arranged on a page
Why do we care? 
Fonts and typography: 
1) set the tone for the site - serious, playful, artsy… 
2) show organization / direct attention (big titles, colored or highlighted text)
(Note again that students are not required to make any changes to the theme provided defaults, but they can if they want to.)
To change the fonts:
1. At the Theme page, on the left menu, select the Change Fonts button.
2. See how the options are grouped. Roll over the options to help understand which part of the page will be affected. Note that changes here are to the Theme so they will apply on all pages.
3. Make sure you are on the site Home page, and scroll down so that a couple of paragraphs are visible. 
4. Select Paragraph Text.
5. Go through and demo the options. (You may want to keep the defaults in mind; the reset button at the bottom doesn’t always seem to work.)
Note that the fonts are grouped by type – scroll down to find the various options.

6. Now click on one paragraph on the example page, and note the menu bar that appears above the paragraph.
7. Select a few lines of text and make changes from the menu bar. Only the selected text changes.
8. Go back to the side menu and try some changes. Some work, others don’t – why? The changes made to the text on the page are kept (they override) the theme fonts. A change made to only one piece of text can only be undone that way too. Best practice: try to make as many text changes as possible site wide changes rather than single item changes. 

Tip: There can be issues with the one paragraph still being selected from being clicked on. Make it a habit to click outside/deselect before making site wide font changes.

9. When finished, go back to the top to   < Change Font
to get back to Design Options.

Making Links
1. Note that in the General section there are options for links, buttons, picture captions, etc. … so lots of things you can adjust, but they need to be on the page in order for us to adjust them.
2. Open the Build tab. We know how to add an image, and at the bottom of the Basic section there is an element for a button, but what about a link? (Nope. Any suggestions for where we should look?)
3. We just talked about making changes to text over the whole site versus making a change in just one spot. Links are single item changes, so you need to add them from the text or image you want the link to be on. Click on the image, or select the text, and find the link option.
4.  For text, it is the chain (Link) button:
[image: ]
5. Click the Create Link button, and go over the options:
[image: ]
6. Demo creating a Website URL.
7. Discuss “Open in new window.”
8. Click on a link to change or remove.

Assignments
Give the students the Website_L05-xAssignment handout and go over the assignments. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We will talk about other things we can add, and publishing the site in the next lesson. 
	
(10 min.)



(15 min.)
https://www.weebly.com/








Switch and Manage Themes



(Note: when changing themes menus/text can seem to disappear due to light or dark text on the same background. Look at the image on the info page to see where menus are. In the preview, move the cursor around and watch for it to change to find clickable text.)














(15 min.)

(http://www.outbrain.com/blog/typography-important-content-marketing )

Encourage students to take the ESL Word Processing Basics course – ESL 710 – to learn more about fonts and word processing.
























(5 min.)





































(5 min.)
Website_L05-xAssignment handout
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Edit this text to make it your own Tm

simply click directly on the text and start

typing. You can move the text by dragging
and dropping the LEXESEITIY anywhere on
the page. Break up your text with more than
lone paragraph for better readability.
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