	NC Website Design Basics for ESL Students – Lesson 1
	



	Lesson # 1: Introduction to Website Design

	Activity
	Materials/Notes

	
 Course Introduction 
1. Welcome to class – Syllabus and lab rules. 
2. This class is only an introduction to website design. For more information students should consider taking other CSIS classes once they finish this class (and other ESL classes as needed.) 
3. Student introductions – name, computer knowledge, why this class?

What is a website? 
What do students say it is? 

Review from Computers and Internet Basics course:
· Computer – “a programmable device that can store, retrieve, and process data” Review: hardware, software, internal vs external data
· Internet – computers all around the world linked to each other in a network of telephone lines, cables, and satellite connections
· The World Wide Web (or just the Web) - the information we can access that is on the internet
· Server - a big computer that provides data (gives information) to other computers either over the Internet, or just to computers in a local network 
· Browser - an application on a computer or device to get to, and view, websites
· Website - one information site on the web. It has its own unique web address or URL. It is possible for a website to have only one page, but most have more, even thousands or millions of pages.

So a website is a page or a bunch of pages on-line that anyone can find and see.   
Why do you want one/why would it be good for you/your business?  
(Open discussion)  

Some possible reasons to have a website:
· Have an online brochure rather than printing and distributing papers
· Increase the perceived value of your business
· Influence people’s decisions and educate them
· Show off what you do and showcase your work
· Reassess (reconsider) your business goals each time you update your site
· Available 24/7
· A way to communicate new things (new products, sales, events, etc.)
· Low cost marketing 
· Information that can be quickly changed 
· Customer support
· Can get feedback directly from customers
· With a paid website you can have your own personal email address
· Gives you a space to say anything you want
· The site itself can make money if you can provide information people want 
· Shows your skills to the world, so can lead to getting a new job
· Shows your business to the world, so customers can come from anywhere
· Other


Is what we see, what the computer sees?
Earlier we talked about a website being a single information site on the web, but it is on the computer, on the internet. How does that work? 
A web page has the text we read, but it also has information the computer reads that tells the browser how to show us that page. The information for the computer is written in a "markup language." Markup language is a computer language that describes how a page should be formatted. One form of markup language instructions are HTML tags.  HTML stands for Hyper Text Markup Language. The HTML tags included on the webpage tell the browser to do things like make something a particular color, or put things in columns, or save a place for a movie - all the instructions for displaying the page. 
So a web browser does two things; 1) it knows how to go to a web server on the Internet and request a page, so the browser can get the page from the network to your machine, and 2) it knows how to understand the HTML tags within the page in order to display the page on your screen.
You can see what any page actually looks like! 
Demo: Right click on a page > View source 
How is a website made? 
Now we have seen what a web page really looks like. And this class is about making our own web pages. So are we going to have to learn how to write HTML?   No. 
There are three main ways that you can create a webpage: 1) write the code yourself, 2) use a WYSIWYG web editor to help you write the code, or 3) use a theme based website builder.  Let’s look at each of these.
1) Write the code yourself.
That would mean learning how to write HTML. We are not going to do that in this class, but if you are interested in becoming an expert in creating web pages, you should learn more about this.
2) Use a WYSIWYG web editor to help you write the code.
WYSIWYG stands for What You See Is What You Get. An editor (a program for writing) that is WYSIWYG can help you write code since it shows you what the code does on the page, and you can make changes there without having to write the actual HTML. This makes it easier to make a website, but there is an even easier 3rd choice.
3) The easiest way to make a website is to use a theme based website builder. Theme based website builders usually work like word and presentation programs that you may already know how to use. It is “theme based” because the company lets you use starting files that are already created to look good and you then add the things and changes you want (in a WYSIWYG format). We are going to use a theme based website builder called Weebly in this class. 
Won’t this cost money? 
If you want a personal, completely professional website, yes, it will cost money. But in this class we can make a starting website, and learn about websites for free. We will talk about what you might want to spend money on, but for this class there is nothing you have to buy.
The first thing you need to know about that you might want to buy at some point is something called a Domain Name. A domain name is the unique name or address for a website. For example gavilan.edu is the domain name for Gavilan College’s website. “Gavilan Community College” is the business name, and “Gavilan.edu” is the domain name address. No one else can use that address.
You also need to have a business name or on-line title that you will use for this class. If you have a business name already, you can use that. 
When you have a business name, and you want your customers to see only your name on your website, you will need to register your domain name so only you can use it. For the websites we will be building in this class, Weebly will let us use part of their site, so their name will be part of the address. 
You can buy a domain name any time, and change your site to use it, so you do not have to buy it now. BUT if someone else buys that domain name, then you cannot use the same name! 
Getting a domain name can be tricky, so talk to me after class if you know you want one. Do not go searching on the web to see if the name is being used. Someone watching those searches could get the name first!
[bookmark: _GoBack]So you will need two names: a business name, and a website name. Unless you are going to buy a domain name right now, we will just use a form of the business name for your class website. So what is your business name? What is your website name? Your homework is to decide that, and to start thinking about what you want your website to be.

Assignments
Give the students the Website_L01-xAssignment handout and the My Website Planning Paper handouts.
Go over the assignment pages so they understand what they need to do on each. Model/practice making sentences from the Possible Reasons to Have a Website list. Discuss working on vocabulary words.
This class will include a lot of vocabulary and online practice. Talk with students about studying and reviewing regularly. 
Be sure they understand that they will need an email and the password for that email for the Weebly sign-up (next lesson).

If time allows, have pairs work together on #4 on My Website Planning Paper. 

	
(10 min.)
Syllabus handout 




(6 min.)

From Computers and Internet Basics course, lesson 7 vocabulary:
C-I_L07-vWWW.docx










(8 min.)


For reference or to introduce some points students don’t mention  (students will have for homework)






Personal email address:
myname@mycompany.com





(6 min.)

Display a sample web page 



Note text on the page in different colors/sizes






Show page source
If possible, point out the code for the text you looked at on the page.
(8 min.)








You may want to show Dreamweaver if it is available on your computer. Show code view vs page view.




Open Weebly to demonstrate what a “theme” is.
https://www.weebly.com/themes
 
(6 min.)



http://techterms.com/definition/domain_name 

http://www.gavilan.edu/









https://www.thesitewizard.com/gettingstarted/startwebsite.shtml 

My Site Name
   vs
mysitename.com


(4 min.)
Website_L01-xAssignment handout
My Website Planning Paper handout


(email & password required for Weebly sign-up)
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